
242. Lying with the Wolf 

Kiki Smith. 2001 C. E. Ink and pencil on paper 

 Article at Khan Academy 

 88 x 73 inches 

 depicts a female nude reclining intimately alongside a wolf 

 Featuring an act of bonding between human and animal, the piece speaks not only to Smith’s fascination with and 

reverence for the natural world, but also her noted interests in religious narratives and mythology, the history of 

figuration in western art, and contemporary notions of feminine domesticity, spiritual yearning, and sexual 

identity 
o She wraps herself around the animal’s body in a gesture of comforting . . . 
o The wolf’s wildness is tamed, and both figures seem to nurture one another, floating within the abstract 

space of the textured paper surface upon which they are delicately drawn.  
o Smith imbues a story that is normally quite violent with a kind of tenderness that is characteristic of her 

overall aesthetic 
o narrative style indebted to feminist re-writings of history 
o Instead of presenting them in their traditional roles as predator and prey, Smith re-imagined these 

characters as companions, equals in purpose and scale.” The distinction between “predator” and “prey” 

might be thought of as a metaphor for hierarchies of power in human relationships, which have 

traditionally been drawn along the lines of gender, race, and class 

 one in a short series of works executed between 2000 and 2002 that illustrates women’s relationships with 

animals, drawing from representations found in visual, literary, and oral histories 
o narratives that speak to collectively shared mythologies; these include folk tales, biblical stories and 

Victorian literature, yet the once-familiar stories are then fragmented and conflated with one another to 

form new clusters of meaning and association 
 feature a female protagonist who is based on Little Red Riding Hood as well Sainte Geneviève, 

the Patron Saint of Paris. Geneviève is herself often associated with Saint Francis of Assisi 

because of her close relationships with animals and her ability, in particular, to domesticate 

wolves 

 



 


